Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) adopted in 1983. Covers 43 + million workers.
Covers over 5 million workplaces. Covers over 880,000 chemicals. GHS is not a standard,
regulation or mandate. Each country must adopt this system and it’s a “building‐blocks
approach” OSHA is referring to GHS as Hazcom 2012.
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Add one thing to objective. To help employers know what some of the steps they can do
today to start to become compliant with GHS.
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These are the 3 major changes to the new hazcom standard.
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This is the UN classification book. Hazcom 2012.
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“Classification” means to identify the relevant data regarding the hazards of a chemical;
review those data to ascertain the hazards associated the chemical; and to see if that
chemical will be classified as hazardous according to the definition of hazardous chemical.
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“Classification” means to identify the relevant data regarding the hazards of a chemical;
review those data to ascertain the hazards associated the chemical; and to see if that
chemical will be classified as hazardous according to the definition of hazardous chemical.
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Old system – Label preparer must provide the identity of the chemical (what it is) and
appropriate hazard warnings (what it does).
New GHS – Hazard classification will generate label requirements specific for each hazard
class and category.
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Flammables
Pyrophorics
Self‐heating
Emits flammable gas
Self‐reactives
Organic peroxides
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Oxidizer example is hydrogen peroxide, ozone, and nitric acid
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“the red frame is required regardless”
OSHA “requires that all red borders printed on the label have a symbol printed inside it.”
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Indicating how the product should be handled to minimize risks to the user (as well as to
other people and the general environment)
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New GHS – Hazard classification will generate label requirements specific for each hazard
class and category.
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Sections 1 through 8 contain general information that should be helpful to those who need
to get the information quickly. Sections 9 through 16 contains other scientific and technical
information.
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Old system – Label preparer must provide the identity of the chemical (what it is) and
appropriate hazard warnings (what it does).
New GHS – Hazard classification will generate label requirements specific for each hazard
class and category.
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Reduce non‐tariff trade barriers.
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